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If we were to RECONNECT the land 
and communities between the city 
centre, the west end and the north 
of Glasgow, what would that look 
like? 

This Open Brief asks you to offer 
your ideas, hopes and designs for 
the future of the land that 
currently hosts the M8 Woodside 
Viaducts. 

Describe in words, paintings, 
drawings or any other medium what 
the future of the land would look 
like if repaired.

RECONNECT
Design Brief 01



How would you REIMAGINE the M8 
Woodside Viaducts to be greener, 
more resilient and more vibrant in 
a future Glasgow? Would you remove 
them entirely and replace them 
with something else? Or turn them 
into a different space completely? 

This brief asks you to think about 
how you creatively interpret this 
future vision through different 
media.

Could you write a song about this 
future? Develop renders of these 
new spaces? Or develop a brand, 
identity or graphical style that 
refers to the new function of this 
space? 
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Could the M8 Woodside Viaducts 
become a key nature corridor? 
Could we REWILD it to encourage a 
better relationship between people 
and nature?

This brief asks you to give voice 
to the natural world, encouraging 
wildlife to thrive within the city 
centre.

Could the viaducts be retained 
while serving as a wildlife 
habitat and a key nature corridor? 
Could the canals be extended 
through the land that the viaducts 
currently sit on? 
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As we move toward a more circular 
economy and environmentally 
friendly practices, can we 
REPURPOSE the M8 Woodside Viaducts 
to be something completely 
different to what they are now? 

Could the concrete be turned into 
something wildly different from 
what it is now? Could the road be 
removed with the viaduct pillars 
remaining, and encouraged to 
become an urban haven for 
wildlife? 

This brief asks you to think about 
the embodied carbon within the 
pillars, how we might reuse and 
repurpose human-built objects, and 
how we can design more 
sustainably.
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If the M8 Woodside Viaducts were 
removed, could we REMODEL the land 
to be wildly different from what 
it is now? Could the land become a 
unique visitor attraction? 

In Valencia, they turned a river 
that flooded into one of the 
most-visited parks and public 
spaces in the world. In Oslo, the 
city centre has become one of the 
most walkable cities in Europe.

How would you show this 
remodelling of the space? Through 
architectural renders? Performance 
art? Film?
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Could the land that currently 
hosts the M8 Woodside Viaducts 
allow something completely new to 
arrive in its place and RENEW the 
area? 

With primary schools, secondary 
schools and universities on either 
side of the current road network, 
could a new piece of architecture 
be built to support young 
education and play? 

Could we build an incredible new 
civic building that supports young 
people? Could we create a network 
of community spaces that support 
personal growth, regardless of a 
person’s age?
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Find out more information on how 
to be involved here: 

www.lateralnorth.com/reconnect 

http://www.lateralnorth.com/reconnect

